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UNLIKELY TREASURES is about people who collect unexpected 
things like clothespins, platform shoes and discarded teatags, 
taking you on a trip inside their homes, their minds and their 
drawers of stuff. There is method to their madness and this film 
will show you why. 
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SHORT SYNOPSIS 

UNLIKELY TREASURES is about people who collect unexpected things 
like clothespins, platform shoes and discarded teatags, taking you on a 
trip inside their homes, their minds and their drawers of stuff. There is 
method to their madness and this film will show you why. 

 

MEDIUM SYNOPSIS 

Collectors, archivists and obsessives:  there is method to their 
madness and this film will show you why. UNLIKELY TREASURES 
features people who collect surprising things like clothespins, platform 
shoes and discarded teatags, and intimate discussions about the 
compulsion to collect and the urge to create order out of chaos. You 
think staplers aren’t worth collecting? Think again.  

UNLIKELY TREASURES takes you inside the homes and the minds of 
these fascinating collectors, with a quirky glance at their drawers of 
stuff. 

 

LONG SYNOPSIS 

Collectors, archivists and obsessives:  there is method to their 
madness and this film will show you why. UNLIKELY TREASURES 
features people who collect unexpected things like clothespins, 
platform shoes and discarded teatags, and intimate discussions about 
the compulsion to collect and the urge to create order out of chaos. 
You think staplers aren’t worth collecting? Think again.  

You’ll meet: 



Dorothy Globus, a curator at New York’s Museum of Arts & Design who 
has hundreds of collections… including staplers. Her loft full of objects 
is a treasure trove and a testament to the design of everyday things. 

Billy Mavreas, whose Montreal store houses everything from his 
collection of old electronics manuals to his binders of doodles. Is it 
junk or is it art? 

Kyle Supley, a collecting savant whose main interest is household 
electronics — everything from clocks to toasters. He has even been 
repairing clocks for jewelry stores since he was eleven years old.  

Marilynn Gelfman Karp, New York author of In Flagrante Collecto, 
whose collections of tiny found street objects are transformed into 
beautiful spheres. 

Plus stops at the City Reliquary in Brooklyn, where collectors bring 
their objects to be displayed for all to see, the New York flea market 
where collectors find things they never even knew they wanted, and 
Greensboro, North Carolina, where one woman’s three-storey 
collection of stuff has been transformed into spectacular works of art.  

UNLIKELY TREASURES will take you on a trip to meet fascinating 
characters, getting inside their minds and their drawers of stuff.  
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 
I never had an official collection, but somehow I always felt like a 
collector. I grew up going to garage sales every weekend with my 
mom and I can’t go by a flea market without stopping to have a look. 
Basically I have a collector’s soul without the “stuff” to go with it.  
 
There are items that “call out to me” as Marilynn Gelfman Karp says in 
the film. I’ve dabbled in tea towels, even browsed for them on the 
Internet. I’ve forced myself to walk away from kitchen canisters I 
liked, telling myself I don’t have the space or need. The difference 
between me and the people in the film is that I walk away; a true 
collector wouldn’t. And somehow, I always felt that I should walk 
away, that collecting was something I didn’t want to get into because I 
couldn’t see its redeeming qualities. 
 
Working on the film introduced me to people who were more 
passionate about collecting than I could have imagined. And more than 
that, their thoughtfulness about design and the history of objects 
showed me what collecting can be. For them, it is a personal creation, 
imaginative and inspired.  
 
After hearing the thinking behind their collecting, I feel relieved. I’m 
not alone with my tendencies. I may be less obsessed, but amassing 
things might just be a part of human nature. And it doesn’t have to be 
baseball cards, artwork, or other items that are deemed “valuable”. 
Those little collections that seem meaningless are worth preserving. 
 
Now I’m free to buy as many tea towels as I like. And believe me, I 
have been.  
 

Tally Abecassis 
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TALLY ABECASSIS BIO-FILMO 
 
Tally Abecassis graduated from Concordia University, Montreal, in 
1996 with a specialization in Communications Studies. Her first 
documentary, Warshaw on the Main, a slice-of-life documentary 
about a group of colourful cashiers working at the landmark Montreal 
supermarket, played numerous times on CBC-Newsworld, CBC, CFCF-
12, and Télé-Québec.  
 
In 2005, she completed her second documentary, Lifelike, on the 
weird and wonderful world of taxidermy. Lifelike played at many 
festivals, such as SXSW, Les Rencontres Internationales du 
Documentaire de Montréal, Brooklyn Underground Film Festival, 
Vancouver International Film Festival, Bird’s Eye View, among others. 
It was also shown on CBC-Newsworld, ARTV and several international 
broadcasters.  
 
In Tally’s recent documentary Small Wonders (2009), she filmed 3 
small mom-and-pop store-owners for a period of ten years, following 
the ups and downs of their lives and business. Shot in Super-16mm 
film, the film is an intimate portrait of the people who run the small 
businesses in our neighbourhoods. 
 
She has also published Barbershops with photographer Claudine 
Sauvé, a book about those old-world temples of manhood that are 
slowly disappearing.  
 
Unlikely Treasures is her fourth documentary. 



UNLIKELY TREASURES 
 

A Film by Tally Abecassis 
Produced by Nathalie Barton 

 
 
 
PRODUCTION COMPANY 
 
InformAction is one of Canada’s leading documentary production companies, 
specializing in point of view and creative documentaries directed by some of the 
best filmmakers in Canada. Founded in Montreal in 1971, InformAction produces 
single documentaries and mini-series on social issues, international affairs, art, 
world cultures and human rights for Canadian prime-time television (Radio-Canada, 
CBC, Télé-Québec, Canal D, TV5, Artv, Bravo, Knowledge, History and others) and 
for theatrical release. Many have won awards and all are distributed internationally. 
InformAction has done several successful international coproductions with Europe, 
in particular with La compagnie des taxi-brousse in France, with broadcasters Arte 
France and France 5. 
 
Latest titles include Battle of Wills by Anne Henderson, Seeking Refuge by Karen 
Cho (Best Direction in a Documentary Program nominee at the Gemini Awards 
2009), Shock Waves by Pierre Mignault & Hélène Magny (CIDA Award for Best 
Canadian Documentary on International Development – Hot Docs 2008, Film Most 
Likely to Change the World Award – Detroit Docs 2007), A Dream for Kabul by 
Philippe Baylaucq (ReelAward for Outstanding Canadian Doc 2009) and Afghan 
Chronicles by Dominic Morissette, both coproduced with the National Film Board of 
Canada, American Fugitive: The Truth about Hassan by Jean-Daniel Lafond 
(more than 20 international festivals, including Hot Docs, Marseille, Dubai), Lifelike 
by Tally Abecassis (3 nominations at the Gemini Awards including Best 
Science/Nature Documentary 2006; Vancouver VIFF, Hot Docs, SXSW), The Magic 
Touch by Carlos Ferrand (3 Gémeaux Awards 2005, including Best Cultural 
Documentary), The Genocide in Me by Araz Artinian (more than 20 festivals, 6 
international awards; shown in more than 50 cities in the world), Visionaries by 
Carlos Ferrand (Best Cinematography and Best Overall Sound at Hot Docs). 
 
InformAction also supports emerging directors (Sans réserve by Patrick Pellegrino, 
Best Mid-length Documentary Award 2008 by Québec Critics Association; La Vie 
après la shop and The Genocide in Me, both nominated for Best Social 
Documentary at the Gémeaux Awards 2006). 
 
Producers Ian Quenneville and Ian Oliveri joined the company 10 years ago and 
teamed up with senior producer and co-founder of the company, Nathalie Barton. 
Nathalie was for many years documentary representative on the board of the 
Association des producteurs de films et de télévision du Québec, and is now a board 
member of Femmes du cinéma, de la télévision et des nouveaux médias and Chair 
of the Documentary Network (l’Observatoire du documentaire). 


